
 
The Background to ‘The Somme’ – 2nd July 

I have written a number of plays and pantomimes for production by the Hampstead Norreys Players and performed in our local village hall over the last 10 years or so. I was approached by the church group looking at the WW1 commemorations and asked if I could write something that could be performed in the church to mark the centenary of the beginning of the Battle of the Somme in July 1916, a devastating action the cost the lives of, or injured, close to a million men and women.  
 There are many stories associated with the battle but probably the most widely known is that of the Accrington Pals, part of the 11th Battalion of the East Lancashire Regiment who opened the initial action with a force of 700 men and were reduced to 115 fit men within half an hour, all but eliminating an entire generation from that small town in 30 minutes.  
My wife and I had cause to investigate the circumstances of that particular action when we discovered that her Grandmothers’ brother had been killed in the action, having been seconded from the East Yorkshire Regiment to support the Pals by manning a machine gun during their advance and been killed that day, like so many others.  
We travelled to both the Thiepval Memorial, which bears his name along with the 72,194 others whose graves are not known and then to the actual battlefield, a simple corn field now with a few trees in one corner. Looking at the site you could not guess the horrors that had taken place here and yet there was an eerie silence about the area, as though nature was paying its respects still. That experience inspired me to write the play. 
Those who died are rightly regarded as heroes but of course each death left behind a bereaved family and so the suffering was spread much wider than the numbers killed or injured and I have written a short dramatic piece that focuses on these two groups; the men at the front line, but also those left behind.  
We intend to perform the play at dusk in candlelight in the village church to add to try to capture the atmosphere of both the battlefield the night before the advance and the aftermath back home when the events unfold. 
Don’t miss this very moving play. Full details are in the advert. 

Andy Green 
 


